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To  wy  fellosv-cilizens,  ike  electors  ils€\ 
eiglU  upper  wards  of  tJie  dty  of  New- 

York. 

1  am  the  humble  editor  of  a  political  paper. 
I  have  been  driven  to  it  by  two  powerful  con¬ 
siderations.  ,I  say  driven^  because  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  fond  of  comfort  and  ease,  and  natu¬ 
rally  not  inclined  to  hard  work ;  and  the  con¬ 
ducting  of  such  a  paper  as  this,  let  me  assure 
you,  is  severely  laborious,  without  taking  into 
the  account,  .official  duties,  which  occupy 
nearly  half  the  year.  The  reasons  why  I: 
have  undertaken  this  work,  arc,  because,  in 
the  first  place,  1  am  a  poor  man ;  and  in  the 
second  place,  because  I  am  an  American  eilt- 
gen.  t  did  entertain  some  expectation,  that 
in  due  time,  1  should  receive  support  enough 
to  reward  me  for  my  labour,  ^at  conside¬ 
ration,  liowever,  would  not  have  been  a  su(fi*' 
cient  iiiduceinent,  if  the  peculiar,  critical  and' 
farming  copditiQn  of  <^ir  cpunti^,  did  r^t 


imperiously  call  upon  every  man,  faithful  to 
his  native  land,  to  exert  all  the  energies,  with 
which  his  Creator  had  endowed  him,  to  save 
that  land  from  ruin.  I  know,  very  well,  that 
1  can  do  but  little  towards  it.  Yet  that  little 
shall  be  done  with  all  my  might.  Influence  I 
have  none.  All  the  good  I  can  hope  to  do,  is, 
by  fairly,  candidly  and’  honestly  displaying 
tliose  truths,  upon  the  knowledge  of  which 
our  common  good  depends. 

Who  is  there  but  grieves ;  who  is  there  that 
does  not  suifor,  and  that  severely  too,  from  ^ 
the  unhappy  condition  of  our  country  ?  Who 
js  there  so  unfeeling,  what  parricide  is  there 
so  base,  that  he  does  not  mourn  for  the  ca¬ 
lamities,  which  surround  and  oppress  us  ?  Our 
commerce  is  forbidden  to  visit  the  ocean ;  the 
fruits  of  our  industry  are  swallowed  up  hy  high 
prices,  and  burdensome  taxes;  our  fellow- 
citizens  perish  with  disease  in  their  encamp¬ 
ments,  they  are  benumbed  by  the  frosts  of 
Canada,  they  are  languishing  in  British  pri¬ 
sons,  while  the  bones  of  thousands  of  their 
companions  are  mouldering  in  the  dust  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  land.  We  are  in  war — cannot  describe 
half  its  horrors ;  and  I  need  not,  for  you  see 
and  feel  them.  But  it  ought  not  to  escape 
remark,  that  the  war,  which  afflicts  this  coun¬ 
try,  at  this  time,  is  the  worst  war,  we  could 
ever  be  engaged  in ;  because,  while  It  pre¬ 
tends  to  have  tbe  security  and  advancement  of 
commerce  for  its  otject,  wo  see,  that  the  total, 
and  utter  destruction  of  commerce  is  one  of 
the  mean^  by  which  it  does,  nevertheless, 
avowedly  operate.  We  are  to  endure,  not 
only  all  the  injury  the  enera}  can  do  us,  but 
all  the  injury  wp  can  possibly  do  ourselves. 

1  speak  not  now,  of  the  horrible  absurdity  of 
this  policy;  nor  will  I  insist,  that  never  be¬ 
fore  did  a  nation  act  upon  the  principle,  that 
It  ivas  necessary  to  pal^  its  energies,  in  or¬ 
der  to  increase  its  strength;  that  tbe  less 
trade  it  had,  the  richer  it  would  be ;  nor  do  I 
bring  into  tbe  account,  tbi^t  in  fair  and  li^e- 
nious  traffic,  the  American  pec^le  exceed  any 
nation,  ^t  ever  existed ;  and  give  them  p 
bargain  to  make,  and  you  may  be  sure,  .they 
will  never  have  the  worst  of  it ;  ptx  jrill  J  in¬ 
sist,  iKnr,  U^ttbnf.ioay^^safoily^todLwith 
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as  much  commercial  dealing,  as  they  can  pos¬ 
sibly  hnd.  But  I  assert  merely,  that  the  war 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  the  utter  prohi- 
bilioo  of  all  commerce,  which  is  one  of  the 
means  relied  upon,  in  its  prosecution,  that  the 
enormous  debt,  and  oppressive  taxation,  the 
war  is  producing  and  accuruilating,  are  tre¬ 
mendous  arhictiofis  to  our  country.  In  this,  all 
porties  agree.  They  agree  too,  that  the  day 
on  which  it  ends,  safely  and  honourably,  will 
be  one  of  the  happiest  and  brightest  days,  in 
our  history.  But  how  to  end  it,  is  the  ques¬ 
tion.  There  the  parties  difler,  aed  widely 
loo. 

One  party  says,  our  only  chance  is  in  a  vi¬ 
gorous  prosecution  of  the  war ;  our  only  hope 
is  in  enduring  the  calamities,  and  increasing 
the  burdens,  which  are  already  pressing  us  to 
the  earth.  If  we  cause  our  L!ood  and  trea¬ 
sure  to  flow,  cheerfully  and  long,  if  we  load 
ourselves  with  three  or  four  hundred  millions 
of  national  debt;  and  subject  ourselves  to  a 
direct  tax  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  a  year,  as  long  as  we  live,  we  shall  ulti¬ 
mately  carry  our  point,  and  be  prosperous.  1 
w  ish  these  persons  would  reason  the  matter 
with  us,  in  calmness,  in  the  true  spirit  of  bro¬ 
therly  kindness;  and  as  if  we  had  all  the 
deepest  interest  in  the  wisdom  of  the  decision. 
But  when  they  come  to  this  part  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  they  become  disturbed,  vociferous,  furi¬ 
ous,  and  sometimes  absolutely  frantic.  They 
curse  the  British,  they  huzza  for  free  trade 
and  sailors*  rights,  and  so  following.  Now 
I  would  not,  for  the  world,  find  fault  with  all 
this  overwhelming,  boiling  patriotism,  if  it 
acted  as  it  ought  to  do.  It  is  commendable 
in  itself,  and  under  certain  circumstances, 
would  be  every  way  excellent.  But  as  I  un- 
dei'stand  the  business,  if  these  hot  gentry 
could  be  of  use  any  where,  it  would  be  in  the 
army.  And  I  never  sec  one  of  these  itwulk 
patriots,  these  fellows,  whose  talk  is  from  the 
teeth  outwards,  who  bellows  so  terribly  and  in¬ 
cessantly,  about  vindicating  the  rights  of  their 
country  by  war,  without  feeling  inclined  to 
ask  him,  why  he  is  not  where  his  zeal  would 
be  infinitely  more  usefiil,  than  it  can  be  with 
people  who  despise  his  froth  and  folly.  II 
then,  these  noisy  spouters  were  honest,  they 
would  be.  in  the  army;  and  then,  the  rest  ol 
us,  the  sober,  considerate,  reflecting  citizens, 
might  have  a  chance  quietly  to  taik  and  rea¬ 


son  the  whole  matter  among  one  another. 
And  if,  under  such  circumstances,  every  cue, 
consulting  with  every  other,  should  seek,  sim¬ 
ply  and  purely,  for  truth,  liouestly  intent  to 
find  out,  what  w  as ^br  the  best,  then,  I  confess, 

I  should  like  to  speak  to  them.  Then  I  should 
like  to  ask  them,  what  is  it,  that  we  are  figlit*« 
ing  for  ?  My  meeting  would  be  composed  of 
serious,  sober,  reflecting,  honest  people ;  I 
would  ask  them,  what  are  tve  fighting  for? 
Perhaps  some  honest  soul  among  them,  who 
Jjad  been  much  deceived,  would  reply,  we  are 
fighting  for  “  free  trade.”  I  would  then 
tell  him,  no,  my  friend,  no;  you  are  mistaken ; 
trade  may  be  li  en  to-morrow,  if  there  is  only 
a  peace.  If  he  dovbtcff,  I  would,  in  the  first 
place,  show  him,  Bonaparte’s  decree,  repeal¬ 
ing  all  his  offensive  decrees;  and  then  I  would 
show  him,  the  last  orders  in  council,  ic]>ea!ing 
all  the  British  offensive  orders  in  council ;  and 
then  he  would  see,  that  our  trade  has  nothing 
to  fear,  either  from  the  French  or  English. 
By  this  time,  if  he  was  an  honest  member, 
even  of  ‘‘^Ac  republican  general  committee,*' 
he  w'ould  make  up  his  mind  to  go  to  Tainn«a- 
ny-IIali,  and  insist,  that  nothing  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  restoration  otfree  trade,  but  peace, 
and  that  they  muststrike  out  that  part  of  their 
motto ;  because,  he  would  say,  as  to  free  tra^e, 
we  can  have  that,  just  when  we  please  ;  Bona¬ 
parte’s  decrees,  and  the  British  orders  in 
council  are  all  rei>ealed,  and  our  trade  may  Iw 
as  free,  as  it  was  before  those  decrees  existed  ; 
as  free  as  it  was  under  John  Jay’s  treaty,  and 
as  prosperous. 

But  this  honest  republican,  however  he 
might  be  convinced  on  the  subject  of  free 
trade,  by  the  undeniable  and  notorious  facts 
1  have  stated,  would  perhaps  say,  but  sailors’ 
rights ;  ivliat  shall  we  do  about  sailors'  rights  7  I 
would  then  tell  him  tiie  plain  state  of  that 
case.  1  would  tell  iiim,  that  the  difficulty  be¬ 
tween  us  fTod  Great  Britain  was  this:  that 
she  insisted,  that  she  had  a  right  to  the  service 
of  her  own  people,  in  time  of  war ;  and  that 
she  had  a  right  to  take  them,  if  she  could  find 
them,  any  where  on  the  high  seas.  I  would 
ask  iny  republican  friend,  what  he  would  think 
of  England,  if  she  should  go  to  war  with  us,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  protecting  American 
seamen,  who  were  fighting  against,  or  unwill¬ 
ing  to  fight  for,  their  owm  country?  I  would 
ask  him,  to  take  stich  a  fellow  to  Taoimsuay*^ 
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.Hall,  and  hear  what  they  would  say  to  him 
there?  Lwould  ask  him  to  put  the  miscreant 
into  the  hands  of, the  Baltimore  mob,  and  see 
•jrhat  would  become  of  him  there  ?  And  Uien  1 
would  ask  him,  if  at  Tarams^py-Hall,  they 
would  hiss  and  hoot  him ;  and  if,  in  Bultifuore 
.they  would  murder  him,  whether  the  British 
are  really  very  unreasonable^  when  they  say,  we 
do  not  want  this  countryman  of  ours,  either  to 
hiss,  or  hoot,  or  murder  him;  but  we  want  him 
to  fight  the  battles  of  his  country.  I  would  not 
reason  with  my  republican  friend  about  the 
law  of  nations;  I  would  not  insist,  that  all  na¬ 
tions  .acknowledge,  and  that  even  Bonaparte 
himself,  practises  upon  this  law;  but  I. would 
ask  liim,  is  the  protection  at  sea,  of  JBritish 
born  subjects,  a  sufficient  reason  for  continu¬ 
ing  such  a  war,  as  we  have,  and  for  increasing 
?uch  a  debt,  and  such  a  terrible  taxation,  as 
every  body  sees  before  us?  With  the  frank¬ 
ness  of  an  honest  and  discreet  man,  he  would 
answer,  no  !  But  he  would  say,  perhaps,  wiiile 
the  British  pro/css  to  take  only  British  seamen, 
they  have  ^metimes  actually  taki^o,  and  long 
detained,  real  native  American. seamen ;  and 
unless  something  effectual  is  done,  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  practice  may  continue;  and,  is  it 
.not  shameful,  that  a  country  should  refu.se  to 
protect  its  onm  citizens,  employed  in  its  law-  j 
ful  commerce  ?  Now,  I  should  like  this  reply, 
because  it  would  be  honest,  patriotic  and  truly 
Jmencan,  And  what  would  I  say  to  it  ?  Why 
simply  this  :  look  at  the  extracts  furnished  by 
\CiOecrnor  Chittenden  to  the  legislature  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  published  in  the  third  number  of  the 
E-xaminer,  and  you  will  find,  that  James  Mon¬ 
roe,  iVIr.  *IvIadison*5  secretary  of  state,  and 
Wiliiam  Pinkney,  Mr.  Madison's  attorney  ge¬ 
neral,  did,  while  ministers  at  London,  make 
an  arrangement  with  the  British  government, 
on  this  very  subject;  and  in  their  letter  to 
Mr.  Madison,  insisted,  that  the  arrangement 
go  made  by  them,  ought  to  be  perfectly  satis- 
'factory.  would  tell  him,  that  if  it  was  un- 
rfCRsonable,  that  he  should  believe  me,  it  was 
not  unreasonable  that  he  should  believe  per¬ 
sons  In  whom  I\Ir.  Madison  reposes  so  much 
confidence,  as  to  appoint  them  to  such  higli 
and  important  offices.  By  this  time,  I  think 
we  should  agree,  that  all  that  is  requisite  to 
restore  commerce,  is  to  restore  peace ;  and  that 
i  all  that  is  requisise  to  secure  sailors’  rights,  is 
just  to  make  over  agaiu,  just  sucb  another  ar¬ 


rangement,  as  Monroe  and  Pinkney  have  al* 
ready  made ;  and  we  should  then  have  peace, 
liberty  and  commerce,  free  trade  and  sailors* 
rights,  exactly  as  we  desire ;  and  we  should 
have  no  more  war,  nor  shedding  of  blood,  nor 
increase  of  national  debt,  and  national  taxar 
lion.  We  Bhould  once  more  he  prosperoofl 
and  happy. 

^  Fellow-citizens !  There  is  no  just  necessity 
for  continuing  this  war.  There  is  no  need  at 
all,  of  throwing  you  utterly  out  of  employment. 
Your  remedy  is  in  your  hands.  But  as  long 
as  you  continue  to  vote  for  men  who  are  for 
war,  fo  long  will  the  war  continue,  and  all  its 
cqrses  with  it.  Peace  can  be  easily  made  ;  a 
safe,  an  honourable,  a  pros»  crous  peace.  But 
the  friends  of  nor  will  never  make  peace ;  that 
tree  does  not  prwluce  such  fruit.  If  we  wish 
peace,  let  us  be  reasonable ;  let  the  friends  of 
peace  be  employed  to  make  it.  We  must 
change  our  rulers;  we  must  elect  no  more 
such  men  as  they  are,  and  we  shall  again  be 
happy. 

Taxes. — The  time  is  approaching,  when  we 
are  to  witness  the  practical  commencement 
of  that  system  of  taxation,  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  present  unhappy  and  disas¬ 
trous  war.  I  say,  the  commencement;  be¬ 
cause  it  is  evident,  that  were  peace  restored 
to  u.s,  to-morrow,  a  continuance  of  at  least  as 
much  taxation,  as  we  have  now,  must  be  borne, 
to  pay,  not  the  pindpal,  that  is  out  of  the 
question,  but  the,  interest  alone,  of  the  money 
actually  borrowed  by  ]Mr.  Madison.  Different 
acts  of  congress  have  authorised  the  loan  of 
thirtv-eight  millions  five  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  at  an  interest  of  nearly  eight 
PER  CENT. ;  but  say  the  interest  is  no  more 
than  seven  and  a  haf  per  cent.,  to  be  paid  every 
year;  and  it  appears,  that,  on  the  mere  money 
already  borrowed,  this  interest  will  amount  to 
two  million^  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
thousand.  Jive  hundred  dollars,  every  year.  But 
Mr.  Madison  propose.s,  in  his  last  message,  to 
borrow  more.  I  presume  the  amount  will  not 
be  less  than  sixteen  and  a  half  million  of 
dollars,  to  be  added  to  what  has  been  already 
borrowed.  The  sum  total  of  the  money  bor¬ 
rowed,  will  then  be  fifty-five  million  ;  and 
the  interest  to  be  paid  upon  it,  every  year, 

will  be  FOUR  MILLION,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND 
TWENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  dollars.  NoW,  how 
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19  that  enoriaous  suin  to  be  obtained,  every 
jestr,  except  by  taxes  ?  And  if  the  act  of  con¬ 
gress,  of  August  2d,  1813,  laying  a  direct  tax, 
on  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  of 
three  millions,  which  is  the  present  tax,  was 
necessary  then,  a  tax  of  one  million,  one 
HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  dollarS, 
in  addition  to  what  we  are  now  called  onto 
pay,  will  be  unavoidable.  The  evil  does  not 
stop  here ;  every  year  of  war  produces  an  ad¬ 
ditional  loan,  and  an  additional  interest,  and, 
of  course,  an  additional  taxation.  Our  whole 
commerce  being  in  a  state  of  interdiction,  we 
shall  have  no  duties  on  foreign  articles.  All 
the  trade  and  commerce  we  are  to  have  is 
among  one  another  :  if  any  body  makes  money, 
be  must  make  it,  not  by  bis  enterprise  in  fo¬ 
reign  commerce,  but  out  of  his  own  country¬ 
men.  “  Dog  eat  dog,’*  is  now  onr  commercial 
motto  and  practice ;  no  duties  being  collect¬ 
able  from  foreign  commerce,  it  is  very  clear, 
that  all  the  money  wanted  by  government 
must  be  produced  by  taxes.  The  first  tax  is 
three  million ;  the  next  must  be  at  least  four 
million.  But  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  remem¬ 
ber,  that,  when  the  war  commenced,  the  trea¬ 
sury  had  custom-house  bonds  to  a  very  large 
niDount,  to  collect.  Under  the  operation  of 
the  non* intercourse  and  embargo,  noue  of  these 
are  to  come  in  hereafter,  and  the  deficiency 
in  this  respect,  must,  of  course,  be  made  up  by 
netv  and  additipnal  taxes.  The  next  year’s  di¬ 
rect  taxes,  will,  theretbre,  probably  be  six 
MILLION,  or  double  what  they  are  now.  But 
whatever  be  their  amount,  one  thing  is  cer¬ 
tain,  they  are  to  be  permanent  and  perpetual. 
We  shall  not  live  to  see  them  taken  off.  Our 
children,  and  children’s  children,  will  receive 
them  as  a  certain  inheritance.  The  expen¬ 
diture  of  so  much  money,  the  payment  of  sneh 
a  tax,  increasing  every  year,  ought  to  have  ibr 
their  objects,  matters  of  the  first  importance. 

A  war  which  calls  for  such  sacrifices,  ought 
to  be  very  necessary ;  it  should  be  inevitable ; 
above  all,  it  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  men, 
vepy  capable  of  bringing  it  to  a  happy  and 
glorious  termination.  Of  its  necessity  I  shall 
not  speak  now;  of  the  ability  and. compe¬ 
tence  of  those  who  carry  it  on,  I  need  not 
speak ;  for  they  are  laughed  to  scorn  by  the 
very  boys  in  our  streets,  So* far  all  the  money 
lorrowed  by  government,  all  the  heavy  taxes 
impost  npop  the  people^  urt  ihrowti  may. 


An  addition  is  made  to  the  national  debt  of 
nearly  forty  million  of  dollars,  a  tax  of 
THREE  MILLION  of  dollars,  Is  soon  to  be  exact¬ 
ed  from  us,  and  to  be  continued  lor  ever ;  and 
what  have  government  io  show  lot  it?  Why, 
they  have  r«-conqucrcd  a  part  of  our  own  ter¬ 
ritory  !  Michigan  is  ours  again.  They  possess 
Lake  Erie !  some  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
covered  with  water.  And  this  Is  all  they 
have  to  skoiv,  for  all  the  money  they  have 
squandered.  The  people  of  America  must 
be  very  fond  of  taxes,  fond  even  to  passion,  and 
far  beyond  the  people^  of  England,  if  they  can 
calmly  and  contentedly  shovel  out  their  dol¬ 
lars,  into  the  laps,  of  such  incompetent,  ridi¬ 
culous  spendthriils,  as  our  great  speech-ma¬ 
king  gentry,  at  Washington,  have  proved 
*  themselves  to  be. 

When  I  began  this  article,  I  did  not  intend 
to  make  these  remarks ;  but  they  arose  so 
natjrally  out  of  the  subject,  that  I  could  no| 
help  indulging  in  them. 

■  My  purpose  was,  to  give  an  abstract  of  the 
different  tax  laws,  so  far  as  they  ai‘e  iutcrest- 
ing  to  the  state  of  New-York. 


An  act  to  lay  and  collect  n  dirert  tax  within  the’ 
United  States,  Passed  Avgust  2,  1831. 
Sect.  i.  A  direct  tax  of  three  million  of 
dollars  is  laid  upon  the  L^nited  States,  and  ap¬ 
portioned  to  tlie  states  respectively,  as  Ibl- 


lows : 

Mew-Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Uliodc-lsland, 

Connecticut, 

Vermont, 

New-York^ 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

V^irginia, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

North-Carolina, 

Tennesse, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Louisiana, 


$36,793  37 
316,270  98 
34,702  18 
118,107  71 
98,343  71 
430,141  62 
108,871  83 
365,479  16 
3:;‘,046  25 
151,623  94 
369,018  44 
168,928  76 
104,150  14 
220,238  28 
110,086  55 
151,905  48 
94,936  49 
23,295  11 


Sect.  ii.  Provides  for  the  apportionment 
among  the  several  counties  of  each  state. 
The  following  is  the  apportionment  for  the 
state  of  New-York : 

Suffolk,  .  .  $9,030 

Queen’s,  .  9,250 

King’s,  .  •  6,930 , 
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City  and  county  (^New-York, 

100,230 

West-Cbester, 

13,120 

Dutehess,  , 

24,140 

Oranre,  .  ' 

15,000 

Rockland,  , 

2,680 

Ulster,  ,  , 

10,670 

HiHlivan,  ,  . 

2,4.^ 

Schoharie, 

5,690 

Columbia, 

14,600 

Renselaer, 

.  15,190 

Washington,  ,  * 

15,651 

Saratoga, 

9,830 

Essex, 

.  2,700 

Clinton,  .  , 

2,280 

Franklin,  . 

770 

Albany, 

19,420 

Sclicnectady, 

4,100 

Montgomery,  ..  ^  . 

16,420 

Herkimer, 

7,090 

Oneida, 

13,300 

Lewis, 

1,960 

Jefferson,  , 

4,610 

St.  Lawrence, 

.  3,000 

Otsego, 

11,690 

Chenango,’ 

6,120 

Madison, 

7,4.30 

Tioga, 

1,930 

Broome,  « 

1,990 

Steuben, 

1,770 

Onandago, 

7,860 

Cortland,  .  . 

2,170 

Cayuga, 

9,290 

Seneca, 

5,000 

Ontario, 

14,270 

Gencssee, 

4,090 

Niagara, 

3,190 

Alleghany, 

470 

Richmond,  •  • 

2,220 

Greene, 

7.850 

Delaware,  .  • 

5,490 

[If  the  reader  will  now  return 

to  the  fii 

section,  he  will  find,  not  only,  that  the  slate 


of  New-York  pays  more  of  this  tax  than  any 
other  state,  but  that  the  city  fjf  Aerv^York^ 
alone,  although  its  commerce  is  entirely  cut 
up.  is  to  pay  of  this  direct  tax,  12,473  dollars 
more  that  the  whole  state  of  New-Hampshire ; 
10,887  dollars  more  than  the  whole  state  of 
Vermont ;  some  hundred  dollars  more  than 
the  whole  state  of  New -Jersey;  about  5,000 ^ 
dollars  more  than  the  wliole  state  of  Ohio ; 
within  a  few  thousand  dollars  as  much  as  the 
states  of  Connecticut  and  Tennessee ;  and  up¬ 
wards  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  more  than 
the  states  of  Rhode-lsland,  Delaware  and^Lou- 
i^iana,  put  together !  These  last  mentioned 
states,  send  five  members  to  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  and  six  to  the  senate,  in  all 
^leven.  The  city  of  New-York  sends  two 
members  to  the  bouse  of  represcotatives. 
Thet  send  nearly  six  Tmxs  as  many  ineu  lo 


congress  as  wx  do ;  and  we  pay /ourfsen  lAou- 
uatul  doUUrs  more  of  the  direct  tax  than  they 
do !] 

Sect.  ih.  Contains  local  provisions,  npp^ 
ing  only  to  the  stales  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 

Sect.  iv.  Thi;  tax  shall  be  assessed  and 
collected  in  the  manner  provided,  and  by  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  under,  and  by  virtue 
cf  the  “  act  for  the  assessment  of  direct  taxes* 
and  internal  duties.**  Reniaiuderof  the  seo 
tk)n  local. 

Sect.  v.  “  The  principal  assessors  shall 
issue  their  precepts  to  the  asssstant  assessors, 
for  the  purpose  of  cariyihg  into  effect  this 
act  on  tte  first  day  of  Febniary  next,  and  the 
assessments  shall  have  reference  to  that  day.” 

Sec.  VI.  “  Each  state  may  vary,  by  an  act  of 
its  legislature,  the  respective  quotas  imposed 
by  this  act  on  its  several  counties  or  districts, 
so  as  more  equally  and  equitably  to  apportion 
the  tax  hereby  im)K>scd,  and  the  tax  laid  by 
this  act  shall  be  levied  and  collected,  iu  conr 
forinity  with  such  alterations  and  variations, 
as  if  the  same  made  part  of  this  act;  provided 
that  an  authenticated  copy  thereof  he  depo¬ 
sited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
suiy,  prior  to  Uie  first  of  April  next ;  in  wfiich 
case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secre¬ 
tary  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  proper 
principal  collectors  of*  .such  state.” 

Sect.  vii.  ”  lilach  state  may  pay  its  quota 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  Statc.s,  and 
thereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deduction 
fiileen  per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  tenth 
day  of  February  next,  and^f  ten  per  centum 
if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  Aiay,  iu  the 
same  year :  Provided,  That  notice  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  making  such  payment,  lie  given  te 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  one  month  prior 
to  such  payment ;  and  In  case  of  payment  so 
made,  he  shall  give  notice  thereof,  to  the 
principal  assessors  and  collectors  of  such  state; 
and  no  further  proceedings  shall  thereafter 
be  had  under  this  act  in  such  state.** 

Sect.  viii.  Local. 

We  have  how  seen,  that  three  millions  of 
dollars  arc  to  be  collected  by  a  direct  tax. 
We  have  seen,  bow  unreasonable  and  oppres¬ 
sive  is  the  portion  of  it,  allotted  to  the  citizens 
of  New-York.  Our  industrious  traders,  how¬ 
ever,  it  will  be  soon  seen,  are  not  ty  be  let  off 
so.  Our  good  friends  at  Washington,  have 
taken  good  care,  that  we  shall  feel  all  those 
benefits  of  thus  blessed  war,  which  a  system 
of  severe  and  pitiless  taxation  can  inflict  upon 
us.  And  the  gentlemen  who  represent  the 
first  and  second  wards  of  this  city  in  coi^ss, 
but  who  live,  as  I  understand,  somewhere  on 
Long  Island,  have  never  d’lscovered  any  soHci- 
tude  to  lessen  the  buedens  of  /krt*r  comtitvefit 
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in  the  ci(i/  of  Nm-York,  I  do  not  blame 
them :  for  how  is  it  possible,  that  the  Honour^ 
able  Ebcnescr  Sage^  for  instance,  who  lives 
among  the  Indians,  somewhere  at,  or  near, 
^  ontaug  Point,  should  have  any  sympathies 
with  the  merchants,  shopkeepers,  and  other 
well-bred,  civilized  people,  in  the  first  and 
second  wards  of  this  city  ?  Nature  is  nature, 
and,  therefore,  I  do  not  blame  cither  the  doc- 
toTf  or  Mr.  Leflerts,  his  colleague.  If  they 
take  care  of  Long  Island,  it  is  full  as  iinich  as 
any  body  can  expect,  and  a  great  deal  more 
than  any  body  ought  to  exiK'ct.  But  the  de¬ 
mocrats  of  the  city,  who  have  elected  men,  to 
represent  the  most  commercial  part  of  this 
commercial  city,  from  Ixing-i.^  !aad ;  men  who 
care  just  as  little  as  they  kno7V  about  our  af¬ 
fairs,  are  served  right  enough.  And  if  they 
had  a  little  more  of  our  shop  tax,  and  the 
other  taxes,  to  pay,  than  the  rest  of  their 
fellow  sufferers,  they  would  be  served  jvst 
right.  But  these  headlong  fools  sacritiee 
every  thing  to  party ;  and  their  honest  aud 
industrious  nc?ighbours  have  to  pay  for  it. 
And  now,  in  addition  to  our  other  taxes,  hea¬ 
vy  enough  in  these  hard  times,  God  knows,  we 
must  have  a  shop  tax.  Dealers  in  liquors 
must  pay  for  a  city  license,  a  state  license ; 
and  last  of  all,  a  United  States  license,  too. 
If  they  can  make  it  out  of  their  customers,  it 
will  be  well  for  them.  Bnt  let  we  tell  them, 
wlien  they  put  all  the  taxes  together,  they 
will  have  as  mudi,  as  they  and  their  custom¬ 
ers  too,  can  stagger  under.  Dealers  in  dry 
goods  must  pay  a  tax  also.  A  shop  tax  ! 
Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  his  famous  book,  the 
Notes  on  Virginia,  “  oreat  cities  are  great 
goRES.”  Now,  all  yc,  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  throwing  up  your  greasy  caps,  and 
with  thundering  and  reiterated  shouts,  liiizza- 
ing  at  Martling’s,  for  J^erson  and  liber tjj  r* 
what  I  tell  you  is  true  ;  it  is  just  so  set  down 
in  his  book :  “  great  cities  are  great  seres.** 
And  it  is  rou  he  means,  just  such  peoj)le  as 
rou.  He,  and  his  pupil,  Mr.  Madison,  have, 
for  these  several  years,  been  engaged  in  do¬ 
ing,  What  every  man,  who  wished  to  cure  “  a 
grtat  sore,**  would  naturally  be  prompted  to 
do :  that  is,  to  dry  it  up.  Now,  what  is  it 
that  keeps  these  “  great  sores”  ninniiig — what 
is  it  that  makes  ckie  flourish  ?  Com  ierce  ! 
Dry  up  commerce,  and  you  take  from  cities 
tbo  food  upon  which  they  live.  Take  the 


juices  from  the  body,  and  the  ”  sores”  will  ru* 
no  longer.  Accordingly,  our  commerce  has 
been,  by  a  course  of  systematic  enmity,  lite¬ 
rally  dried  tip.  To  be  sure,  we  have  been 
TOLD,  along,  by  the  pupil  of  the  philosophical 
enemy  of  “  great  cities,”  and,  indeed,  by  the 
philosopher  himself,  gentlemen  of  the  cities, 
you  who  keep  these  great  sores  running — (it 
is  a  vile  similic,  I  acknowledge,  and  **  my 
gorge  rises  at  it,”  but  it  is  Mr.  Jc^ffersoii’s, 
and  his  friends  ought  to  have  the  good  of  it,) 
Gentlemen,  they  have  told  us,  w'e  mean  to 
protect,  encourage,  restore  and  render  exten¬ 
sive  and  prosperous,  your  very  vahiable  com¬ 
merce.  And  bow  many  among  us  have  been 
tools  enough  to  believe  them!  Now,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  Jeffersonians  and  Madisonians,  I 
wish  you  to  answer  me  two  questions :  Has 
not  our  commerce  suffered  by  every  act  of 
government  since  1807  ?  Ves  or  no — has  it 
not  ?  Has  any  single  act  ever  had  the  effect 
of  encouraging,  or  eherisliing  commercial  en¬ 
terprise  ?  Yes  or  no — I  insist  upon  a  direct 
answer.  Alas  !  you  know  there  is  no  diflficul- 
i  ty  about  the  answer.  But  I  know  what  you 
!  would  say  :  “  In  the  c'nd^in  the  end,  all  v.’ill 
■  come  out  right — in  Uic  end,  w'e  sliall  have  our 
commerce  free.”  Truly,  this  is  wonderous 
wise — when  all  Qur  capital  is  either  employed 
otherwise,  or  totally  destroyed ;  when  our 
vessels  are  captured  or  rotten  ;  our  seamen 
turned  farmers,  or  serving  in  British  ships, 
then  we  shall  have  coniinerce  again :  then 
when  it  w  ill  take  us  years  upon  years,  to  car¬ 
ry  it  on  again,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  enjoy 
it  freely.  But  to  save  it  ultimately,  it  is  ex¬ 
cellent  policy,  to  destroy  it  now,  entirely, 
root  uud  branch. 

And  now,  Mr.  buiP-owNER,  as  you  stand  at 
the  head  of  the  commercial  department,  I 
have  a  small  question  to  ask  of  you.  By  the 
time  all  those  things  are  brought  about,  thus 
cleverly  and  genteely,  lor  let  us,  even  w’hen 
there  is  no  reason  to  hope  any  thing,  hope  every 
tiling,  where  and  what  will  you  be  ?  As  to  the 
where,  a  child  may  answer  for  you,  that  if  you 
are  on  the  limits,  instead  of  being  locked  up, 
you  will  be  lucky.  And,  as  to  tlie  what,  if 
you  are  better  off  than  Nat.  lugraliam,  you 
will  be  more  fortunate  than  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  of  your  fellows.  Then,  when  some 
eight,  nine  or  ten  years  'if  poverty ;  of  suffer^ 
ing,  of  misery,  have  shed  ”  urUitnely  snow,** 
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db  your  poor  head,  then,  you  may  be  seen, 
peeping  from  your  seclusion  ;  then  you  may 
enter  again  upon  commerce ;  with  a  broken 
heart,  a  ruihed  credit,  and  no  money,  per¬ 
haps  a  shattered  mind,  you  may  engage  again 
in  commerce.  Are  you  willing  ?  I  cannot  re¬ 
press  my  indignation,  fool  !  blockade !  arc 
you  willing,  are  you  really  in  the  full  posses¬ 
sion  of  your  sober  senses,  are  you  willing  to 
go  through  this  scene,  because  you  have  been 
caught  by  the  vile  and  hypocritical  pretence 
of  “sailors’  rights?”  Arc  you  willing  to  deli¬ 
ver  bound,  chained  down,  hands  and  feet, 
youiNelf,  yonr  wife,  your  children,  to  this 
phantom,  this  demon,  which  requires  such 
horrid  sacrifices?  Are  you  a  merchant? 
Have  you  been  accustomed  to  calculate? 
And  can  you  persuade  yourself,  that  to  em¬ 
bark  all  you  have,  U[)on  a  sm^le  venture^  and 
that  in  a  ci*azy  ship,  shamefully  manned, 
worse  commanded,  labouring  in  a  tempestu¬ 
ous  and  dangerous  sea,  w  here  she  is  far  more 
likely  to  founder  than  to  live,  where  the 
chamte  is  much  more  t!;an  equal  against  her, 
and  you  not  insured — luine*!  beyond  hope,  if 
she  sink — have  you  been  instructed  in  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  calculation,  w  hich  makes  you  eager, 
zealous,  furious,  raving  mad  to  plunge  into  such 
an  o|)€ration?  If  you  have,  you  are  past  cure, 
and  all  a  have  to  say  to  you,  is  that  Just  so 
surely,  as  Davy  Jones’s  locker  would  bring  up 
most  of  your  sailors,  in  such  a  case,  just  so 
surely  will  Shnon  ¥heVs  Iccker  bring  you  up. 
IIow’  many  have  already  gone?  IIow’  many 
are  now  on  the  point  of  following  ?  Hut  hope 
keeps  you  up.  Has  not  hope  deceived,  deluded, 
cheated  you,  for  six  years  in  succession,  regu¬ 
larly,  undeviatingly  ?  And  do  you  yet  conti¬ 
nue  blindly,  perversely,  wickedly  to  yield 
yourself,  to  hope  and  Madison?  You  have 
hoped  every  thing  for  six  long  years;  you 
have^ot  iioUiing  in  all  that  time;  you  have 
suffered  every  ih'uig;  and  yet,  you  hope.  I 
have  done  with  you.  You  have  made  up  your 
mind  to  be  mad ;  and  there  is  no  help  for  you. 

And  you,  Mr.  Sailor,  and  you,  Mr.  Sailors’ 
boarding-ljouse  keeper,  you  are  very  fond,  too, 
of  this  war  for  “  sailors’  rights,”  arc  you  ? 
You  too,  believe  that  New-England,  the  cho¬ 
sen  country,  the  birth  place  of  sailors  and  li¬ 
berty,  you  believe,  that  New-England  aban¬ 
dons  the  cause  of  the  sailors ;  ycu  believe 
they  abandeH  sailoi^’  rights, 
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the  things,  the  very  things  by  which  they  live, 
do  you  ?  You  believe  that  the  negro  drivers 
of  the  south — where  no  sailors  are  bred— you 
believe,  that  the  backwoodsmen  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  who  have  neither  commerce 
nor  sailoi*s ;  to  whom  salt  water  is  as  offensive 
as  all  water  is  to  a  dog  in  the  hydrophobia — 
you  believe  that  they  are  the  tnie,  sincere 
friends  of  sailors’  rights,  do  you  ?  That  those 
who  live  by  sailors  are  alone  disiioscd  to  give 
them  up ;  and  tf  at  these  w  ho  never  saw  a  sai¬ 
lor,  are  the  only  friends  the  true  sailors  have  ? 
Do  you  believe  all  this?  Go  get  your  heads 
.shaved — put  on  a  strait  Jacket ;  for  you  are 
exactly  fit  for  the  lunatic  hospital.  You  too, 
are  in  favour  of  a  war,  which  scatters  oursai- 
iors  over  the  world ;  or  starves  them  at  homev 
to  secure  their  rights  ?  You  too,  are  in  favour 
of  a  war,  the  utmost  possible  good  conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  can  never  produce  any  grea¬ 
ter  good,  than  to  establish  ^sailors’  rights,  by 
,  tlie  time  that  all  the  sailors  now  living,  are 
dead  and  gone. 

And  you,  3Ir.  Retailer  of  liquors ;  you  who 
want  free  trade,  you  are  furious  for  a  war, 
wliich  must,  by  and  by,  leave  you  nothing, 
but  home  made  nim  and  w’hiskey  to  sell !  You 
are  delighted  with  the  idea  of  paying  for  a  li¬ 
cense  to  sell  liquors,  so  tJiat  a  war  may  be 
carried  on,  which  very  soon  will  leave  you  no 
liquors  to  sell.  Yot  liave  now  some  rum,  gin, 
and  brandy  on  hand ;  it  has  risen  very  much ; 
you  have  made  your  neighbours  pay  three 
times  as  much  as  they  used  to  do  for  these 
j  things.  You  impoverish  them,  but  you  have 
I  made  a  little  money  yourself;  it  pleases  you, 
does  H  ?  Let  it.  But  remember,  when  you 
have  disposed  of  your  present  stock,  your  bu¬ 
siness  is  at  an  end.  You  have  grasped  the 
“  golden  egg,”  but  in  doing  it,  you  have  killed 
the  “hen,”  that  was  laying  golden  eggs  for 
you  eveiy  day.  In  a  very  little  time  you 
w’ill  not  be  able  to  make  money  here  in  New- 
York ;  fbr  there  will  be  nothiog  to  make  mo¬ 
ney  of.  './Then,  if  you  stay,  you  who  used  tq 
feed  upon  others,  you  must  be  fed  upon,  in 
your  tuni,"l!t)iKumed,  literally ;  you  must  eat 
up  yourself,  as  fhe  most  ol  us  are  already  do¬ 
ing  ;  that  is,  it*  you  J'tay  here. 

But  you  may  move  into  the  country !  I  had 
almost  forgotten  tlmt.  So  you  may.  And  at 
the  end  of  a  dozen  years,  when  sailors’  rights 
are  esUbiisked,  tkeayoui  wlilbavoa  chaaee 
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to  come  back,  and  commence  tl»c  grocery  bu¬ 
siness  anew;  and  the  beauty  of  it  will  be, 
that  you  will  hare  very  few  rivals ;  for  by  that 
time,  not  one  in  ten,  will  be  worth  enough  to 
lay  in  a  stock  of  a  hundred  dollars  in  the  bu¬ 
siness.  Then  we  shall  hare  glorious  times. 
John  Jay  would  have  made  a  British  treaty 
for  us,  under  these  circumstances,  as  he  did 
formerly ;  he  would  have  given  us  peace,  li¬ 
berty  and  commerce,  such  as  we  had  for  ten 
years  after  his  treaty  wass  made.  But  theft  it 
would  have  been  a  “  British  treaty  !**  And 
what  “  good  friend  of  his  country”  woufd  not 
rather  have  a  war,  that  should  ruift  us  all,  than 
a  vile  British  treaty,  if  it  did  us  ever  so  much 
good  ?  These  are  your  sentiments,  are  they  ? 
Well,  I  would  not  send  you  to  the  hinatic 
hospital ;  it  is  too  rational  a  place ;  you  must 
go  to  Tammany-HaU. 

I  am  ashamed  to  go  on.  I  am  ashamed  of 
the  human  mind.  Is  there  a  roan  in  (his  city, 
who  li  ves  by  business,  whose  business  does  not 
depend  u)>on  commerce,  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  ?  The  carmci — when  nothing  is  sent 
out  of  the  city,  nothing  brought  in  but  w(X)d, 
how  is  he  to  live  ?  By  the  time  warm  weather 
comes  on,  his  “  occupation’s  gone and  tlic 
dog  (lays  will  absolutely  kill  him.  The  car¬ 
man  must  go  into  the  country.  If  the  car¬ 
man  cannot  find  employ,  it  is  because  the 
merchant  has  nothing  to  do ;  if  the  merchant 
has  iK>lhing  to  do,  he  must  go  into  the  country, 
and  the  carman  too.  Merchants,  grocers, 
shop-kcei>crs,  all  go,  or  pretty  much  all.  The 
lawyers,  they  go  next.  This  is  a  description 
of  people,  as  I  know,  who  can  live  longer  up- 
uii  nothing,  than  any  other  animal,  except  a 
camclion  and  a  Frenchman;  but  go  they  must. 
Now,  Messrs.  St.  John,  Scofield  and  Scorille, 
who  is  to  buy  clothes  of  you ;  or  rather,  who 
is  to  pay  for  what  they  buy  ?  And  you,  I\lr. 
Robert  Stewart,  who  is  to  buy  your  bread  ? 
Who  is  to  be  able  to  pay  for  it  ?  Whe^e  is  the 
shoe  maker’s  custom  and  pay  to  conic  from  ? 
Commerce  is  the  great  wheel,  which  sets  and 
keeps,  in  cities,  all  the  inferior  machinery  in 
motion.  NV  hen  commerce  stops,  the  machi¬ 
nery  must  stop.  It  will  morci  a  little  while 
by  means  of  the  force  previously  received — 
but  it  is  a  slow  and  laggard  motion— it  must 
stop ;  and  when  it  stops,  where  the  busy  and 
cheering  nose  was  heard  before,  is  felt  the 
Still  silence,  the  gloomy  solitude  of  death. 


Talk  as  we  may,  **to  thi#  coihpleiiod  miwt 
come  at  last.” 

We  are,  at  this  moment,  the  liftgeriftg,  ho¬ 
ping  victims  of  tfie  process.  The  affliction 
of  taxes  K  made  to  come  upon  us.  Just  in  that 
moment,  when  our  means  of  paying  them,  are 
taken  away.  It  is  well  that  eVei^  body  should 
know,  what  these  taxes  are.  And  it  is  time 
t(x>,  I  think,  if  I  mean,  as  I  certainly  do,  to 
print  them,  in  this  number  of  the  Examiner, 
that  I  set  about  it. 


An  Act,  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
fj'mncs^  spirituous  liquors^  and  foreign  intT'^ 
ckandise,  Tassed  August  2,  1813.  v 
Sect.  1.  Every  person  who  shall  deal  in  the 
selling  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise, 
except  such  as  are  of  the  growth,  produce  of 
nianulaeture  of  the  United  States,  except 
such  as  are  sold  by  the  importer  thereof  in 
tlie  original  cask,  case,  box  or  package,  where** 
in  the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  shall 
bo  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to 
Ik^  a  retail  dealer  in  merchandise  within  tlie 
meaning  of  this  act ;  that  every  person  who 
shall  deal  in  the  sales  of  wines,  in  a  less  qiiaii- 
lity  or  in  lest  quantities  at  one  time  than  thir¬ 
ty  gallons,  except  the  importer  in  the  original 
cask,  case,  box  or  package  wherein  the  same 
stiull  have  been  imported,  shall  be  deemed  to 
be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  a  retailer  in 
wines,  within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  and 
that  every  jiersoii  who  shall  deal  in  the  sell¬ 
ing  of  any  distilled  spirituous  liquors  in  less 
quantities  than  twenty  gallons  at  one  timer 
shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  u  retail  dealer  in  distilled  spirituous  li¬ 
quors.  Provided  always^  That  notljing  herein 
contaiued,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons  or  chemists, 
as  to  any  wines  or  spirituous  liquors  which 
they  may  use  in  the  preparation  or  making  up 
of  medicines  for  the  sick,  lame,  or  diseased 
persons  only ;  or  to  the  sale  oi  domestic  spirits 
sold  in  quantities  not  less  than  five  gallons  at 
tlie  place  where  the  same  shall  have  been  dh- 
tilled,  and  by  tlie  person  or  persons  to  whom 
a  license  for  distilling  the  same  shall  have 
been  granted  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  U. 
States. 

Sect.  II.  Every  person  who,  or  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  shall  be  a  retail  dealer 
in  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  mer¬ 
chandise  as  above  described  or  defined,  shall, 
before  the  said  day,  and  every  person  who 
atler  the  said  day  shall  become  or  intend  to 
become  such  retail  dealer  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
before  be  shall  begin  to  sell  by  retail  as  afore¬ 
said,  any  wine,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchandise,  apply  for  and  obtain  from  the 
collector  appointed  by  virtue  of  tiic  act,  enti¬ 
tled,  ”  An  act  for  the  assessment  and  colleo 
tioii  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,”  far 


*tHE  EXAMIXER. 


the  eoHecHoB  ^tHct  in  which  such  person 
h^sides,  one  or  more  licenses,  as  the  case  may 
be,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  selling  by 
retail,  as  aforesaid ;  which  licenses  respect- 
iyely  shall  be  granted  for  the  term  of  one 
year  upon  the  payment  for  each  license  res- 


tonr  aforesaid  in  their  respective  districts,  and 


they  are  hereby  authorize  to  oelleet  the  du« 
ties  imposed  by  this  act ;  and  to  prosecute 


for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for  the  ce* 
covery  of  the  sum  or  sums  which  may  be  for¬ 
feited  by  virtue  ot  this  act.  And  all  fioesy 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  in¬ 
curred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  U- 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whase  dis¬ 
trict  any  Aich  line,  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall 
have  been  incurred  by  bill,  plaint  or  informa¬ 
tion,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  U. 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  forst  discover, 
if  other  than  a  collector  shall  first  inform  of 
the  cause,  matter  or  tiling  whereby  any  such 
fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  have  b^n  in¬ 
curred  ;  and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  com¬ 
plaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
1  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law 
established  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court 
withiu  the  district  in  which  the  same  shall 
arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
bti  had  before  any  court  of  the  same  liolden 
within  the  said  district  having  jurisdiction  in 
like  cases. 

Sect.  VI.  provides  that  this  law  is  to  cease, 
when  peace  comes.  That  is,  when  there  is 
no  way  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
except  by  taxes,  then  the  taxes  are  to  cease ; 
the  means  to  pay  the  interest  to  the  public 
creditors,  are  then  to  be  withdrawn.  They 
have  promised  those  who  have  lent  them  mo¬ 
ney,  to  pay  the  interest  regularly  ;  they  can¬ 
not  pay  the  interest  without  continuing  the 
taxes.  And  yet  they  have  in  their  law  pro¬ 
mised  to  discontinue  the  taxes- when  the  war 
ends  !  Now,  whom  do  they  mean  to  deceive  ? 

or  the  eredU 


pectively  of  the  auiy  by  this  act  laid  on  such 
license,  and  shall  be  renewed  yearly  upon  the 
payment  of  the  like  sum  for  each  license. 
And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  said  day. 


deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  distilled  spiritu¬ 
ous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  by  retail  as  above 
described  and  defined,  withwt  having  licenses 
therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  such 
person  shall.  In  addition  to  payment  of 
the  duty,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollaH,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit.  And  no  such  license  shall  be 
fiufiicient  for  the  selling  of  wines,  distilled 
Spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise  as  afore¬ 
said,  a^  more  than  one  place  at  the  same  time, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  respect  to  such  of 
the  said  articles  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell  at 
more  than  one  place  at  the  same  time,  a  re¬ 
tailer  or  dealer  therein  as  the  ease  may  be, 
without  license,  and  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
like  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in 
addition  to  the  payment  of  the  duty,  to  be 
recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sect.  III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col¬ 
lectors  aforesaid,  within  their  respective  dis¬ 
tricts  to  grant  licenses  for  retailing,  which 
licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  denomi¬ 
nating  the  rate  of  the  duty  thereupon,  and 
chall  be  signed  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
revenue,  and  being  countersigned  by  the  col¬ 
lector,  who  shall  issue  the  ^me,  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  issued,  shall  be  granted  to  any 
person  who  shall  desire  the  same  upon  appli¬ 
cation  in  writing,  and  upon  payment  of  the  | 
sum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act  upon  each 
license  requested.  Provided  alrvcnfs^  That  no 
license  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  to  sell 
wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  mer¬ 
chandise  as  aforesaid,  who  is  prohibited  to 
sell  the  same  by  state. 

Sect.  IV.  The  followiug  duties  shall  be 
paid  on  the  licenses  above  mentioned,  viz. 

On  retailers  of  merchandise,  including  wines 
and  spirits,  if  in  cities,  towns  or  villages  con¬ 
taining  within  the  limits  of  one  mile  square, 
more  than  one  hundred  families,  twenty-five 
dollars ;  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars ;  of 
domestic  spirits  alone,  fifteen  dollars ;  of  mer¬ 
chandise,  other  than  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen 
dollars. 

If  any  other  place  than  cities,  towns  or  vil¬ 
lages,  containing  within  the  limits  of  one  mile 
square,  more  than  one  hundred  families,  on 
retailers  of  merchandise,  includii^  wines  and 
spirits,  fifteen  dollars ;  of  wines  and  spirits, 
fifteen  dollars ;  of  spirits  alone,  twelve  dol¬ 
lars  ;  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  ten  dollars ; 
of  merchandise  other  than  wines  and  spirits, 
ten  dollars. 

ScTT.  V.  It  shall  be  the  dafy  of  the  coUeo- 


the  people  of  the  United  States 
tort  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  On 
this  subject,  one  of  the  most  fruitful  in  our 
politics,  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say,  at  some 
future  time,  to  these  public  creditors.  At 
present,  I  shall  only  ask  them,  what  confidence 
a  merchant  would  have,  in  a  person,  if  he 
knew,  that  that  person  had  made  two  solemn 
promises,  and  must  necessarily  hretdc  one^  in 
order  to  be  able  to  keep  the  other  ?  If  those, 
who  loan  money,  are  sure,  very  ture,  that  the 
government  mean  to  cheat  the  people,  and 
not  THEM,  why  peace  to  their  slumbers,  say  I. 
But  what  will  the  people  say  ?  Will  they  not 
open  their  eyes,  by  and  by  ?  I  believe  that 
hundreds,  and  thousands,  of  the  democratic 
party,  have  felt  uneasy,  for  a  great  while 
past — ^they  hate  to  quit  their  party ;  and  1 
allow,  it  is  a  disagreeable,  a  very  disagreeablp 
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thing.  But  there  are  men  among  tliem  as 
honest  as  any  men  in  tlie  world.  There  are 
hundreds  and  thousands  among  them,  **  wide 
awake  ;**  and  if  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken, 
there  are  certain  war-hawks  who  are,  at  this 
moment,  feeding  a«d  rioting — and,  as  they 
think,  very  securely,  upon  tlie  very  vitals  of 
the  people,  who  will  find  the  evidence  of  the 
truth,  I  am  telling,  in  the  ballot  boxes,  at  this 
very  election  between 
PETER  A.  JAY,  &  WILLIAM  IRVING. 

The  election  of  a  single  member  of  congress 
is  not  very  important;  but  elections  are  the 
only  means  by  which  the  people  can  speak  to 
their  servants.  Let  them  therefore  sp<jak  as 
masters  shmild  speak. 

An  Act,  laying  duties  on  Carriages  for  (he 

cimveyance  if  persons.  Passed  July  21, 

1813. 

Sect.  1.  From  and  after  the  last  day  of 
December  next,  tliere  shall  be  levied,  col¬ 
lected,  and  paid,  the  following  yearly  rates 
and  duties  upon  carriages  for  tlie  conveyance 
of  persons,  v\  liieh  shall  be  kept  by  or  hir  any 
person,  for  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  In^  let 
out  for  hire,  or  for  the  conveyance  of  passen¬ 
gers,  to  wit:  for  and  upon  every  coach,  the 
yearly  sum  of  twenty  dollars ;  for  and  iijion 
every  chariot  and  post  chaise,  the  yearly  sum 
of  seventeen  dollars ;  for  and  upon  every 
phaton  and  every  coachee,  having  pannel 
work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  tiie  yi'arly 
^uin  of  ten  dollars  ;  lor  and  upon  every  other 
four  wlM?ei  carriage  hanging  on  steel  or  iron 
springs,  the  yearly  sum  of  seven  dollars;  for 
and  ii[)Oii  every  four  wheel  carriage  hanging 
upon  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  two  wheel 
carriage  hanging  u|)on  steel  or  iron  springs, 
the  yearly  sum  of  four  dollars  ;  and  for  and 
upon  every  other  four  or  two  wheel  carriage 
the  yearly  sum  of  two  dollars.  Provided  at- 
ways,  I'hat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  charge  with  a  duty,  any  carriage 
usually  and  chiefly  employed  in  husbandry,  or 
for  the  transportation  or  carrying  of  goods, 
wares,  merchandize,  produce,  or  commodi¬ 
ties. 

Sect.  II.  The  duties  aforesaid,  shall  be  le¬ 
vied  and  collected  upon  all  carriages  usually 
and  chiefly  employed  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  by  whatever  name  or  description  the 
same  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  known  { 
and  called.  And  in  cases  of  doubt,  any  car¬ 
riage  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  tliat  class 
to  which  the  same  shall  bear  the  greatest 
resemblance,  ao^  shall  be  subject  to  duty  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

iJECT.  III.  Every  person  having  or  keeping 
a  carriage  or  carriages,  upon  which  if  duty  or 
duties  ^hall  be  payable,  according  to  this  act, 


shall  yearly,  and  in  every  year  in  the  mont4 
of  January,  make  and  subscribe  a  true  and 
exact  entry  of  each  and  every  such  carriage, 
therein  s|)erifying  distinctly,  each  carriage 
owned  or  kept  by  him  ot  her,  for  his  of  her 
use,  or  for  hire,  with  the  description  and  de¬ 
nomination  thereof,  and  the  rate  of  duty  to 
which  each  and  every  such  carriage  is  liable ; 
which  entry  shall  be  lodged  w’ith  the  collector 
appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  “  An 
act  lor  the  asscwssinent  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties,”  for  the  district  in 
which  such  owner  or  person  liable  for  the 
payment  of  such  duty  shall  reside.  And  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  albresaid 
to  attcud  within  the  month  of  Janmuy  in 
each  year,  at  one  or  more  of  the  iiKist  public 
and  convenient  places  in  each  coiinty  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  to  give  public 
notice  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  sueli  day, 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  attendance,  and 
to  receive  such  entry  made  in  the  mannei' 
iK'fore  directed,  at  such  place  or  in  any  other 
where  he  may  liapjieii  to  be,  within  the  said 
month  of  January ;  and  on  the  tender  aii«l 
payment  being  made  of  the  duty  or  iliities 
therein  mentioned,  to  grant  a  certificate  fui 
each  and  every  carriage  mentioned,  in  such 
entry,  therein  specifying  the  name  of  the 
owner,  the  description  and  denomination  of 
the  carriage,  and  the  sum  paid,  with  the 
time  when,  and  the  period  which  such  duty 
shall  be  so  paid  :  and  the  tbnns  of  the  certi¬ 
ficates  to  be  so  granted,  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  treasury  tlepartment ;  and  certificates 
or  the  acknowIc<lginent  of  the  collector  afore¬ 
said  by  a  credit  in  his  public  accounts,  shall 
be  the  only  (‘vidence  to  be  exhibited  and  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  any  duty  imposed  by  this  act  has 
been  dischaiijed  :  Provided  nevertheless.  That 
no  certificate  shall  be  deemed  of  validity  r.n/ 
longer  than  wliile  the  carriage  for  which  the 
said  certificate  was  granted,  is  evened  by  the 
person  mentioned  in  such  certificate,  unless 
such  certificate  shall  be  produced  to  the  col¬ 
lector  by  whom  it  was  granted,  and  an  entry 
shall  be  thereupon  made,  specifying  the  name 
of  the  then  owner  of  such  carriage,  and  the 
time  when  he  or  she  became  possessed  of  the 
same. 

Sect.  IV  Any  and  all  persons  who  shall 
commence  the  having  or  keeping  of  any  car¬ 
riage  subject  to  duties  after  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember.  shall  and  may  at  any  time  during  the 
month  in  which  they  shall  so  commence  the 
having  or  keeping  of  such  carriage,  make  like 
entry  in  manner  before  prescribed  ;  and  on 
payment  of  such  proportion  of  the  duties  laid 
by  this  act,  on  such  carriage,  as  the  time  at 
which  he  shall  commence  the  keeping  of  such 
carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  ol*  Decem- 
bcT,  then  next  ensuing,  shall  bear  to  the  whole 
year,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  demand  liko 
cer  iricates,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  V.  Any  jierson  having  or  keeping  any 
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carriage  subject  to  dutj,  who  shall  make  an 
untrue  or  defective  entry,  to  evade  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  duty  justly  and  truly  paya¬ 
ble  according  to  this  act,  shall  lose  the  sum 
paid  pursuant  to  such  untrue  or  defective  en¬ 
try  ;  and  where  such  untrue  or  defective  en- 
tiy  hath  been  made,  or  where  no  entry  shall 
be  made,  or  where  there  shall  be  a  neglect  of 
payment  after  entry,  such  person  shall  more¬ 
over  in  addition  tliereto,  at  any  time  thereaf¬ 
ter,  on  personal  application  and  demand,  at 
the  house,  dwelling,  or  usual  place  of  abode 
of  such  person,  by  the  proper  collector,  be  lia¬ 
ble,  and  shall  pay  the  duties  by  this  act  im¬ 
posed,  with  a  further  sum,  lor  the  beiielit  of 
such  officer,  of  twenty-five  per  centum  :  which 
duties,  with  the  said  addition,  shall  be  collect¬ 
ed  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goo<ls  and  chat¬ 
tels  of  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall  be 
due  and  payable.  Provided  alrmys^  That  such 
application  and  demand,  shall  not  be  made 
until  sixty  days  alter  the  day  on  which  any 
duty  shall  commence ;  and  if  the  entiy  and 
payment  shall  be  made  within  the  said  sixty 
days,  tlie  owner  of  the  carriage  shall  be  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-five  per  centum. 

Sect.  VI.  In  all  cases  where  any  duty  shall 
be  collected  pursuant  to  this  act,  whether  by 
distress  or  otherwise,  certificates  shall  be 
granted  for  each  carriage  in  manner  as  before 
prescribed. 


In  due  time,  I  shall  publish,  or  give  correct 
abstracts  of,  all  the  tax  laws.  My  limits 
compel  me,  to  give,  at  this  time,  the  titles 
only,  of  those  I  have  not  room  for  this  week. 
Wbat  a  blessed  war  ! 

An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  of 
merchandize  and  of  ships  and  vessels. 

An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  &c. 

An  act  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  to  distil¬ 
lers  of  spirituous  liquors. 

An  act  laying  duties  on^sugar,  refined  with¬ 
in  the  United  States. 

An  act,  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies,  on  notes, 
iKUids,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
and  C4;rtajii  companies,  and  on  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  of  certain  descriptions. 

The  plain,  old  fashioned  English  name 
of  this  last  law  is,  stamp  act.  What  a  deal 
of  pains  they  have  taken  to  lose  the  rig-/U 
name  in  the  confusion  of  a  burley-burley  of 
ivirds.  This  pitiful  evasion  is  the  evidence  of 
conscious  shame.  It  is  like  saying,  we  arc 
determined  to  sin,  but  we  will  give  our  trans¬ 
gression  a  gentler  name. 


Prom  the  Columbian  CentineL 
THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 
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The  absurd  and  preposterous  imitation  of 
French  policy  by  our  officers  in  the  land  ser¬ 
vice,  and  by  our  government  in  suppressing 
accurate  accounts  of  movements  and  exploits, 
and  in  giving  the  most  absurd,  bombastic  ami 
coloured  representations  of  them ; — the  habit 
of  grossly  misrepresenting  the  force  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  enemy— render  it  very  difficulty 
even  in  this  free  country,  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  military  events.  In  England  they 
have  a  perfect  and  competent  mode  of  reme¬ 
dying  such  an  evil,  should  it  occur,  by  a  par¬ 
liamentary  inquiry.  But  in  oxir free  country, 
even  tliis  remedy  is  out  of  our  power.  The 
majority  in  congress  enter  into  the  views 
and  passions  of  the  executive  ;  and  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  promote  inquiry,  is  stilled  and  sup¬ 
pressed. 

In  a  late  session,  Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont, 
though  a  decided  democrat  and  advocate  of 
the  war,  made  an  attempt  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms  ;  but  he  was 
as  little  successful  as  if  he  had  borne  the  fatal 
reputation  of  a  fedcraliat,  or  lover  of  peace. 

In  examining,  then,  the  progress,  retro¬ 
grade,  or  advancing  of  oiir  anns,  wc  have  ixi 
other  remedy  than  to  take  the  meagre  ac¬ 
counts  furnished  by  interested  ofiicei  s ;  and 
to  apply  to  them,  as  we  do  to  French  bulle¬ 
tins,  reasonable  rules  of  addition  or  subtrac¬ 
tion,  derived  from  our  general  knowledge  ol 
events,  and  from  Uie  official  returns  of  an  en  ¬ 
emy,  who  cannot,  by  the  rules  and  regulalioui 
of  his  own  govei  nmAiit,  successfully  deceive. 

We  shall  consider  the  war  operations  ac!- 
cording  to  the  divisions  which  oar  own  go¬ 
vernment  and  that  of  Great  Britain  have 
made,  into  the  armies  of  the  tliC  ctnirst 
and  the  north, 

Tlie  former  embraces  the  operations  at 
west  end  of  lake  Erie The  second  tiiose 
about  Irke  Ontario,  at  fort  George,  and  KingSr 
ton  ;  and  the  last,  those  directed  against  Low¬ 
er  Canada. 

As  to  the  former,  it  is  well  known  that 
Gen.  Hull  was  provided  with  an  army  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  and  began  hig 
marcli  many  months  before  cengre;:s  declared 
lyar ; — a  pretty  sample  of  the  respect  which 
the  executive  ent<^taiHS  f*^r  cm^resc.  In 
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whom  aloue  is  vested  the  power  of  declaring 
n  ar ! ! 

/  ! 

At  that  time  General  Brock  commanded  in 
tJpper  Canada,  and  possessed  onl^  two  or 
three  battallions  of  the  41st  and  49th  regi* 
Inents,  with  which  he  had  to  garrison  Kings¬ 
ton,  Fort  George,  York  and  Malden.  With 
this  handful  of  men,  he  prepared  to  meet  this 
unexpected  irruption  of  the  “  white  savages” 
of  the  west.  He  drew  together  seven  hun¬ 
dred  white  troops,  and  about  as  many  Indians ; 
and,  with  this  force,  he  not  only  compelled 
General  Hull  to  quit  the  British  territory,  but 
soon  after  to  yield  up  his  whole  army,  and  the 
Michigan  forts  and  territory. 

I  do  not  attribute  blame  to  General  Hull. 
The  subsequent  conduct  of  his  successors  is 
the  best  defence  of  that  general.  Let  preju¬ 
diced  men  rail  at  him  as  much  as  they  please ; 
the  heroic  Harrison,  as  he  is  called,  with  in¬ 
finitely  better  means,  achieved  nothing  for 
tnelve  months  after  this  disaster,  Hull  was 
without  provisions  or  proper  ammunition; 
with  his  intercourse  cut  off  by  the  Indians.— 
Lake  Krie  was  in  possession  of  the  British ; 
and  if  the  command  of  tliat  lake  had  not  been 
obtained,  Harrison  would  not  have  taken  Mal¬ 
den  in  twenty  years. 

Hull’s  expedition  terminated  In  the  loss  of 
2,/iOO  men,  and  of  the  whole  Michi^n  terri- 
tory ;  to  say  nothing  of  Michillimackinac,  and 
some  other  places,  which  yet  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  British. 

Gen.  Harrison  succeeded  to  the  command. 
He  promised  soon  to  revenge  the  loss,  and  to 
retrieve  the  fortune  of  our  arms.  All  the 
western  states  poured  forth  their  myriads — 
their  armies  of  governors,  and  generals,  and 
heroes,  as  thick  “as  the  autumnal  leaves 
which  strew  the  ground  in  Valumbrosa.” 

Under  his  command  the  United  States  sus¬ 
tained  greater  losses  than  under  Hull,  and,  if 
possible,  more  disgrace. 

'  The  death  of  General  Brock  was  a  severe 
blow  to  our  enemy.  The  command  devolved 
on  Col.  Proctor.  He  had  to  contend  with  al¬ 
most  as  many  governors  and  generals,  as  he 
'  had  troops.  Instead  of  regaining  Detroit,  as 
he  promised,  the  great  Harrison  shut  himself 
up  in  a  stockaded  fort,  fifty  miles  from  De¬ 
troit.  One  of  his  generals  advanced  to  the 
river  Raisin  with  a  thousand  men.  His  whole 
corps  was  cut  to  pieces  or  taken  prisoners,  by 


a  British  colonel,  at  the  head  of  seven  hun¬ 
dred  white  troops.  Still  Harrison  does  not 
move.  Tlie  British  advanced — attacked  biiii 
in  his  fort — he  attempted  to  repulse  them  ; 
and  Clay,  following  the  fate  of  Winchester,  is 
cut  up  with  the  loss  of  seven  hundred  men. 

Thus  in  twelve  months  after  the  war  was 
declared,  we  lost  in  the  western  army  alone 
4,200  men,  by  sword  and  by  capture,  besides 
probably  1000  more  by  disease.  All  this  was 
effected  by  a  regular  British  force  of  700  or 
800  men,  aided  by  an  Indian  force. 

At  last,  the  gallantry  of  Commodore  Perry 
having  deprived  the  British  of  all  mc^ns  of 
subsistence,  relief  or  retreat,  and  Harrison 
having  under  his  command  3,.’)00  men,  beskles 
1000  in  the  ships  of  war,  aided,  too,  by  the 
presence,  countenance,  counsel  and  courage  of 
the  yankee  hero  Perry,  succeeded  in  beating 
two  small  detachments  of  British  troops,  wlio, 
for  more  than  a  year,  had  triumphed  over  tlic 
whole  forces  of  the  western  states. 

Besides  the  troops  that  crossed  over  with 
Harrison,  it  is  stated  tliat  an  equal  number 
remained  at  Sandusky. 

Thus  with  the  expense  of  enlisting  and 
maintaining  at  least  12,000  troops,  we  have 
succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  most 
remote  settlement  of  Great  Britain,  where 
we  can  hunt  the  wolves  and  bears  in  security, 
b*tt  where  scarcely  a  civilized  footstep  can  be 
traced. 

Colonel  Washington,  at  the  head  of  sixteen 
hundred  rangers,  did  as  much  again  fifty  years 
ago. 

I  know  not  what  other  people  think  of  thi^ 
part  of  the  war ;  but  1  think  it  shews  us  to  be 
in  the  high  road  to  rum.  We  shall  see,  by 
and  by,  whether  we  have  done  much  better 
in  other  quarters. 

At  this  rate  it  would  take  twenty  ye^,  and 
100,000  men,  to  conquer  the  other  parts  of 
Canada,  where  there  are  some  human  beings, 
and  where  the  military  force  is  more  than 
twenty  times  as  great. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  achievments  of  the 
army  of  the  ctrUre.  The  utmost  British  force 
at  fort  George,  Queenstown,  Chippewa,  fort 
Erie,  and  Little  York,  did  not  In  the  first  cam¬ 
paign  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men.^  We  had 
at  Jacket’s  Harbour  about  fifteen  hundred, 
and  three  thousand  five  hundred  along  the 
posts  of  Nl^igara,  at  half  a  mile’s  distance 
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from  tlie  jGlritish  garrisons.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  dislodge  these  feeble  garrisons  of  the 
British,  until  the  unfortunate  expedition  of 
Colonel  Van  Rensselaer.  This,  though  the 
most  gallant  eflort  of  our  arms  on  land,  since 
the  war,  (as  the  men  did  fights  and  were  kill¬ 
ed  and  wounded  to  the  number  of  5  or  600) 
was  still  not  honourable.  Gen.  Brock  had  at 
first  only  about  250  men,  with  whom,  and 
about  500  Indians,  be  defended  Queenstown, 
until  reinforced  from  a  distance  of  eight  miles, 
when  tlie  British  captured  our  whole  body. 
Sixteen  hundred  men  were  lost  in  this  action, 
The  campaign  ended  with  the  blustering  Gen. 
Smyth,  and  his  consequent  disgrace.  In  the 
spring,  the  commander  in  chief,  with  1800 
men,  and  a  powerful  superior  fle^t,  attacked 
and  carried  Little  York,  which  was  defended 
by  only  313  troops.  The  chief  trophy  on  this 
occasion,  was  one  human  scalp.  Our  loss  was 
little  less  than  the  whole  British  number. 

Soon  after,  tliis  place  (which  might  have 
been  held)  was  evacuated.  Had  it  been  held, 
the  British  must  have  evacuated  all  the  coun¬ 
try  above. 

General  Dearborn,  reinforced  by  all  the 
army  on  the  Niagara,  took  fort  George.  His 
forces  amomited  to  4,(XX)  troops,  besides  tlie 
navy; — tlic  British  force  to  1500,  They 
abandoned  their  works,  after  a  small  battle. 
The  British  ai*my  was  pursued  to  Burlington 
Heights — when,  in  tksir  turn,  they  became 
assailants,  and  incredibile  viiu !  et  turpe  dictu  I 
the  two  superior  generals  and  their  aids,  and 
180  men,  were  taken  in  their  own  camp.  The 
army  retreated  shamefully  to  fort  George,  with 
the  loss  of  much  baggage,  and,  U  is  said,  1000 
7iien.  There  they  have  remained,  cooped  up 
to  this  day  ;  exhibiting,  as  Governor  Provost 
says  in  liis  intercepted  letter,  the  unheard  of 
fnUitarif  spectacle  of  a  small,  insigniticant  anny 
blockading  one  of  three  times  its  force.  Why 
Harrison  published  this  letter,  unless  to  <{is- 
gracc  Generals  Dearborn,  Lewis  and  Boyd,  no 
man  can  tell. 

Tito  wisupporicd  detachment  of  Colonel 
Bojrstlcr,  having  yielded  to  a  contemptible 
British  force,  goveriunent  were  obliged  to  sa¬ 
crifice  the  commander  in  chief,  by  giving  him 
leave  of  absence  against  his  will.  Thus  ended 
General  Dcarltorn'a  exploits.  1  omit  the  iu- 
Tasiou  of  Canada  last  fall  and  the  burning  of 
one  poor  man’s  hut  by  our  troops,  with  (as  it 
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was  said)  two  Indians  in  Itl  This  iaet  is  ned 
so  settled  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  historian’s 
attention.  The  general  has  since  exhibited 
the  strange  spectacle,  known  only  to  us,  of  a 
commander  in  chief  without  troops.  Aoi 
trusted,  yet  not  brought  to  trial — superceded 
by  younger  officers,  yet  not  too  proud  to  hold 
on  to  his  profitable  office.  He  has,  however, 
consoled  himself  by  entering  into  the  service 
of  V tnus. — He  may  now  say  with  Horace^ 

Intermissa  diu,  Venus^ 

Parcc,  precor,  precor. 

Still  1  think  Dearborn  rises  every  day  by 
the  same  means  that  Hull  did,  by  his  success¬ 
ors*  disgraces  aud  blunders.  As  we  charged 
5,200  men  to  the  account  of  loss  of  the  western 
army,  we  must  add  3,.500  for  the  loss  of  the 
army  of  the  centre — the  Dearborn  army. 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 

No.  HI. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  disasters,  and 
multiplied  disgraces  and  defeats  of  the  armies 
oi*  the  centre,  and  of  the  west,  all  men  turned 
their  eyes  with  expectation  of  great  events, 
towards  the  army  of  the  north.  Here  it 
was,  that  objects  worthy  of  attainment,  com¬ 
pared  to  those  of  other  expeditions,  present¬ 
ed  themselves.  Meagre  as  are  all  the  pro¬ 
mised  fruits  trom  tlie  reduction  of  the  wild 
and  inhospitable  provinces  of  C:mada,  tliey 
are  less  than  nothing  without  the  roductfou 
of  Quebec,  and  the  possession  of  the  mouths 
of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

To  this  point  then,  the  secretary  at  war 
has  personally  directed  his  own  assiduous  at¬ 
tention.  To  this  point  generals  have  been 
called  from  the  banks  of  the  Missisippi,  and 
from  the  borders  of  New  Spain.  Three  ma- 
jor-gencrais  and  six  brigadiers  were  assigned 
to  this  army.  Tlie  whole  seaboard  was  near¬ 
ly  stripped  of  its  necessary  defence,  and  lejt 
exposed  to  the  ravages  and.  insults  of  an  eiw- 
my,  in  mder  that  this  projected 4?ixasNiiB  au4 
conquest  of  Lower  Canada  might  be  effected. 
We  shall  never  probably  be  permitted  to 
know  the  extent  of  these  preparations — the 
numbers  engaged— the  immense  cost  of  the 
armament.  We  must  here  again  have  re¬ 
course  to  the  boasting  declarations  of  our  own 
officers  before  dcfcat-i-to  the  probabilities 
arising  from  fagts  which  we  do  know,  and  to 
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the  accoujits  x>t*  the  British,  wlio  appear  to  | 
have  a  much  l>ctter  knowledge  of  our  forces 
than  we  have  of  theirs. 

When  WiJkliison  lay  at  Grenadier  Island,  it 
was  confidently  said,  tliat  his  force  amounted 
to  10,0f)0  Jiien,  and  the  best  accounts  which  1 
have  been  alr!e  to  procure  of  Hampton*s  force 
will  make  jt  amount  in  October  last  to  5000. 

I  know  there  are  those  who  estimate  the 
wliole  at  only  11,000,  but  I  am  persuaded  the 
other  calculation  is  nearer  the  tnrth.  Six 
weeks  since,  the  whole  returns  of  the  army,  I 
mean  of  the  re?n^klr  armv,  are  said  to  have 
been  28,000.  There  certainly  were  not  left 
r.i  garrison  at  fort  George,  Sacket’s  Harbour, 
on  tlie  seaboard,  or  in  the  southern  army 
itTore  than  8,0(K).  Five  thousand  militia  or¬ 
dered  out  in  New- York,  aiul  1,5CK)  iu  V’^er- 
mont,  enabled  the  gevernaiant  to  take  every 
regular  soldier  for  this  expeditiou. 

When  w’c  estimate  the  militia  left  in  garri¬ 
son  on  the  west  frontier,  as  part  of  the  force 
destined  for  the  rcMhietioii  of  Lower  Canada, 
(which  it  fijost  rertainly  was,  as  it  dividod  the 
British  force;  v.e  mu^t  reekoo  the  wijolc  force 
employed  cu  this  ill-fated  cxpcoitioih  at  not 
less  than  ^thOOO.intn.  Never,  certainly,  was 
more  audacio^is  confidence  expressed.  With 
a  spirit  approaciiiog  to  impiety,  they  seemed 
4iIinost  to  defy  Oinnipotenec  itself.  Vfilkin- 
ton,  in  liis  ofiieial  letter  to  Hampton,  says, 
dfter  describing  Ins  intended  landing  on  i\Ion- 
ti’caJ  oil  his  bridge  of  scows,  whicli  it  wouM 
*ecm  be  was  to  tlinov  over  as  pcacealdy  as 
Cox  did  Charles  river  bridge,  “our  artillery, 
bayonets  and  swords  must  bcciin:  us  trlaiuph, 
^r  provide  us  hnivnjrahle  j^raues** 

W  'as  thewe  no  olker  alternative?  Was  it  not 
•possflilc  they  mi^ht  sTjiTf\;idcr  those  swords  ? 
"^Vas  it  not  possible  tlicy  might  walk  back  over 
the  bridge  of  scows?  Why  not  ?  Yain  glorious 
man!  One  hundred,  and  the  British  say  400 
of  your  army,  have,  Tv  ithoul  triumph,  or  pro¬ 
viding  honouraMc  graves,  seen  fit  to  inarch 
Yo  Kingston  under  c^scort,  and  the  rest  of  your 
army  “  resumed  its  positions”  on  the  river, 

,  abandoning  your  dead  and  some  of  your  wound¬ 
ed  and  artillery.  The  bridge  of  scows  was 
never  built.  You  quitted  the  Canada. shore 
'Without  either  triumph  or  death. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  great  ar¬ 
mada  against  queen  Elizabeth,  was  not  more 
-presumptnous ;  they  carried  the  inquisition, 


and  priests,  and  iik»frument8  of  torture.  And 
mr  army  carried  their  “  cigars,  and  capers, 
and  Madeira,”  to  drink  Mr.  Madison's  health 
in  Quebec  on  the  ensuing  Christmas. 

To  determine  whether  this  force  was 
sufficient  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  we 
have  only  to  observe,  that  it  was  as  great 
as  that  under  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst,  and 
General  Wolf,  in  1759,  who  were  opposed 
by  10,000  regular  French  troops  (besides  all 
the  Canadian  militia)  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudrieurl,  and  General  Mont¬ 
calm. 

If  General  Wilkinson  has  not  (in  his  zeal 
to  crush  General  Hampton)  been  led  to  un¬ 
derrate  the  British  force,  the  failure  of  his 
expedition  is  most  shameful.  He  rates  the 
British  garrison  at  Montreal  at  600  men.  If 
this  were  true,  he  certainly  did  not  require  the 
co-operation  of  Hampton. 

We  however  believe  the  regular  forces  in 
the  two  Canadas  amounted  to  about  5,000 
men,  of  which  2,000  were  left  in  garrison  in 
U  pper  Canada. 

It  will  not  be  denied— It  cannot  be  deni¬ 
ed,  that  it  was  the  serious  intention  and  ex¬ 
pectation  of  our  cabinet  to  take  Montreal 
this  campaign.  The  Natiaml  Intelligencer^ 
after  the  first  news  of  disaster  still  declared 
its  conviction  thftl  Montreal  .would  be  ours 
in  one  week. 

It  can  still  less  be  denied  that  the  project 
is  abandoned.  General  Wilkinson  Ims  offi¬ 
cially  assured  us  that  the  officers  unanimously 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  ai^d  the  dispersion  of  our  high 
officers  all  over  the  country,  there  to  receive 
the  rewards  due  to  their  honourable  defeats, 
leaves  us  no  doubt  that  this  campaign  of 
iineYainpIed  promise,  boasting  and  parade 
and  of  still  more  unexampled  disgrace,  has 
come  to  its  fatal  conclusion. 

We  have  then  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
and  real  causes  of  its  failure;  and  we  shall 
be  convinced  that  never  was  a  great  and 
{)owerfuI  people  more  directly  in  the  high 
road  to  ruin. 

We  have  to  premise,  that  to  us  it  is  matter 
of  -perfect  indifference  whether  the  blame 
rests  on  the  shoulders  of  General  Wilkinson, 
or  General  Hampton,  or  whether  it  be 
divided  between  both.  We  are  as  impartial 
.as  the  queen.of  Carthage. 
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•*  TV^j,  TyrluSy  que^  miki  nulto  dLcriminc  \ 
agetur,'* 

They  are  both  rank  Madisoirians,  both 
equally  distrusted  and  disliked  by  the  disci¬ 
ples  of  the  old  Washington  school. 

W  e  can  readily  believe  that  tliey  have  both 
done  ill — both  disgraced  the  country,  which 
unhappily  has  confided  its  army  and  its  honour 
to  their  safe-keeping. 

Certainly  the  sudden  irruption  of  Hampton 
into  Canada,  by  the  Chateaugay  river,  and 
his  more  sudden  retreat  after  a  single  rencon¬ 
tre  with  300  raw  Canadian  troops,  do  not 
seem  to  point  him  out  as  the  future  Wolfe  of 
America. 

But  still  less  can  wc  admit  the  ridiculous 
a[K>logy,  made  by  General  Wilkinson,  and  his 
accusation  of  General  Hampton,  as  the  reason 
why  he  did  not  prosecute  his  design  of  throw¬ 
ing  his  bri<lgc  of  scows  across  the  Grand  riviere 
and  attacking  the  600  British  sailors  w  ho  form¬ 
ed,  as  he  says,  the  garrison  of  Montreal. 

This  general,  so  famous  in  story,  so  much 
the  favourite  and  protege  of  our  government, 
assigns  but  one  reason  for  abandoning  the  ex¬ 
pedition.  Ilis  progress  down  the  river  was 
uninterrupted  till  the  action  at  Chrystler’s 
farm.  In  that  he  says  he  was  victorious,  and 
gained  his  object,  which  was  a  quiet  descent. 
General  Brown,  with  his  advanced  guard,  car¬ 
ried  every  thing  before  him,  but  on  his  arrival 
at  the  foot  of  the  Grand  ?ant,  he  suddenly 
called  a  conocil  of  officers,  who  unanimously 
advised  liim  to  go  into  winter  quarters.  The 
only  assigned  reason  was  that  General  Hamp¬ 
ton,  to  his  surprise  and  morOJicatlon^  had  not 
joined  them.  Now  if  we  can  show  that  he 
had  no  right  to  expect  that  Hampton  w'ould 
Join  him  there^  rather  than  on  the  lake  St. 
Francis,  near  La  Chine,  or  in  any  other  spot, 
it  will  be  apparent  that  the  failure  was  not 
owing  to  that  cause,  but  some  other  which 
he  is  ashamed  or  unwilling  to  avow. 

In  his  letter  of  November  6,  to  Hampton, 
(and  it  is  the  only  one  respecting  the  junction) 
so  far  from  ordering  him  positively  to  join 
him  at  St.  Regis,  he  says,  “  the  point  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  is  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  issue 
of  this  operation,  and  the  distance  which 
separates  us,  and  my  ignorance  of  the  direct 
or  devious  routes  or  roads  by  which  you  must 
marcli,  make  it  necessary  your  oTvn  judgment  \ 
fhould  determine  the  iioint.”  Here,  then. 
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was  a  full,  untiimted  discretion.  He  expect¬ 
ed,  he  says,  to  reach  the  spot  on  the  9th,  viz. 
in  three  days.  It  was  impossible,  physically, 
that  Hampton  could  get  there  at  that  time, 
and  he  certainly  could  not  have  so  calculated 
on  his  getting  there  as  to  make  it  the  sine  qua 
non,  the  indispensable  condition  of  his  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  ^Montreal,  otherwise  be  would  and 
ought  to  have  given  him  absolute  instead  of 
the  most  unlimited  discretionary  orders. 

Hampton  exercised  his  discretion — no  mat¬ 
ter  whether  well  or  ill.  All  Wilkinson  requi¬ 
red  was  to  meet  liim  there,  or  somewhere  else. 
And,  in  prtK)f  of  this,  he  added,  “  I  expect  to 
HEAR  j/*  not  to  SEE  you  at  that  place.”  4 
complete  proof  that  lie  was  uncertain  whether 
Hampton  would  join  him  there  or  below. 

Again — He  told  Hampton  that  informing 
his  decision  he  must  have  regard  to  Wilkin¬ 
son’s  wants — that  he  had  but  fifteen  days* 
provisioiis — that  the  secretary  of  war  told  him 
there  was  an  abundant  supply  on  lake  Cham¬ 
plain.  He  ordered  him  to  “  send  forward  hy 
the  safest  route  two  or  three  months’  provision 
ill  a  direction  to  the  scene  of  action.”  What 
was  the  scene  of  action  ?  French  Mills  or 
3Tonlreal  ?  The  latter.  Could  they  be  sent 
to  French  Mills  ?  Hampton  says  no,  Ilis  men 
could  carry  only  w'hat  they  could  transport  on 
their  barks.  He  then  asks,  with  great  pathos 
and  point—”  Ought  I,  with  4,000  men,  with¬ 
out  provisions,  to  throw  myself  on  you,  wdio 
at  the  moment  of  junction  would  have  hut 
five  days  provision  left?”  No,  General  Wil¬ 
kinson,  you  had  better  return  to  New-Or- 
leans,  aiid  arrest  our  own  citizens,  and  send 
them  under  military  escort,  than  to  conduct 
an  army  by  such  reasonings. 

Hampton  was  right,  according  to  your  own 
lettciTJ.  If  you  had  intended  to  land  at  French 
Mills,  which  by  your  first  letter  you  did  not 
contemplate,  orders  should  have  been  given 
six  weeks  before  for  the  formation  of  a  depot. 

I  have  much  more  to  say  on  this  subject, 
but  1  fear  I  shall  exhaust  the  patience  of  inr 
rt'adcrs.  This  exp»‘dition  failed  fi-om  the  folly 
of  commencing  it  at  Sacket’s  Harbour,  from 
leaving  a  powerful  enemy  in  tins  rear,  and 
from  an  unexpected  defeat  of  your  troops, 
and  the  consequent  derangement  of  your 
plans. 

I  would  only  ask  you.  General  Wilkinson, 
or  any  otlier  man,  how  you  could  have  crossed 
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Grand  riviere  with  2^000  troops  harassing 
your  rear,  and  10,000  militia  OQ  the  opposite 
shore  ? 


From  the  Federal  Rcpublicau. 

CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVEy. 

Friday^  December  17. 

Again  several  petitions  of  a  private  nature, 
and  a  few  unimportant  resolutions  were  sub¬ 
mitted.  We  will  not  aJt  present  fill  our  columns 
with  the  trash  which  is  daily  presented  to  the 
house.  When  there  is  an  occurrence  worthy 
of  notice,  the  public  shall  find  it  in  these  co¬ 
lumns.  The  doors  were  closed  before  twelve, 
and  continued  so  until  between  one  and  two. 
There  was  then  a  recess  until  about  4  P.  M. 
when  the  house  again  met  with  closed  doors, 
and  so  continued  until  some  time  in  the  night, 
when  they  adjourned  until  this  day.  We  under¬ 
stand  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  not  taken 
off.  How  long  is  the  house  to  conliutie  the 
veil  over  their  late  unhallowed  work  ?  How 
long  will  they  close  the  mouths  of  the  com- 
rannity  ready  to  blast  tlieir  midnight  orgies  ? 
If  tlie  bouse  much  longer  continues  the  in¬ 
junction,  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  lay  before 
the  world  the  causes  which  induce  this  terror 
of  the  public  eye.  But  we  ardently  hope  that 
the  house  will  not  forget,  that  by  tlie  nature 
ff  our  government,  it  is  demanded,  that  the 
people  should  look  in  u[K)n  their  dark  doing. 
The  people  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  this. 
They  will  do  it.  The  injunction  of  secrecy 
must  como  off.  We  mean  nothing  reproach- 
ibl — But  we  do  mean  to  say  that  there  are 
Jwidamental  principles  of  civil  liberty  which 
must  be  defendedfrom  violation^  And  as  here¬ 
tofore  w'e  have  not  hesitated  with  our  lives  to 
resist  that  tyranny  which  would  destroy  the 
ireedom  of  speech,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  so  now  we  will  not  shrink  from  any 
danger  to  resist  and  repulse  the  bold  attacks 
which  have  been  made,  and  which  we  plainly 
foresee  will  be  made  during  this  winter  upon 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  the  sacred  and  unalienable  rights  i>f 
our  citizens. 

j 

IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  December  17* 

Closed  Doors. — ^The  accursed  work  is 


I  finished-  The  country  is  mgain  eio  the  rtekt 
I  where,  for  one  year,  her  bones  and  sinews 
must  be  stretched  and  tormented^ 

iOM  ■ 

Gcorok  and  James.— In  the  year  1769,  n 
period  when  the  British  ministry  were  never 
more  ffagitiously  corrupt  and  despotic,  the 
petition  of  nearly  sixteen  hundred  freehold* 
ers  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  (including  the 
city  of  London)  to  the  king*s  majesty,  conr 
tained  a  complaint  of  the  alarming  encroach* 
naent  of  executive  authority,  in  the  following 
words “  Wicked  attempts  to  increase  and  es* 
tablish  a  standing  army,  by  endeavouring  to  vest 
in  the  crown  an  unlimited  power  over  the  min'- 
tia,  which,  should  they  succeed,  must  sooner 
or  later,  subvei't  the  constitution,  by  aug¬ 
menting  the  power  of  administration,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  delinquency.** 

Turn  now,  candid  reader,  from  the  reigp  of 
King  George  to  that  of  James.  Can  you  say 
that  the  latter  has  not  endeavoured,  with  all 
his  arts  and  might,  to  vest  in  himself  an  unr 
unlimited  power  over  the  militia  of  the  United 
States?  Can  you  deny  that  he  has  done  every 
thing  that  depended  upon  his  power  and  in¬ 
fluence,  to  identify  the  militia  with  the  nuli- 
tary  forces  of  the  realm ;  to  “  increase  and 
establish  a  standing  army,**  by  means  of  the 
militia ;  and  to  make  the  militia  the  icstru^ 
ments  of  his  ambition,  in  a  . war  imaged  for  the 
conquest  of  foreign  territory  ? 

Con.  Courant^ 

MR.  MADISON’S 

CHRISTMAS  BOX  FOR  FARMER^, 

Or,  crumbs  of  comfort  growing  out.f  the 
Embargo, 

The  farmer  who  brings  his  produce  to  mar¬ 
ket  in  the  best  order,  and  under  an  approved 
ins[H3rtion,  will  be  able  to  barter  it  on  the 
following  terms  ; 

For  ten  barrels  of  superfine  flour,  he  may 
receive  one  bag  of  coffee. 

For  one  barrel  do.  one  pound  and  a  half  of 
tea. 

For  nine  barrels  do.  one  hundred  weight  of 
brown  sugar. 

For  one  barrel  do.  two  gallons  of  molasses* 

For  one  barrel  do.  one  bushel  of  salt. 

And  every  other  article  in  the  same  wor- 
Uke  ratio ! — Political  Reg, 
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